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A damp and sticky morning on Saturday, the heavy rains from the week leaving everything wet and waterlogged, 

including the area leading up to the tenth tee.  Few players showed up on Saturday and by the time we teed off at 6:22 only a 
couple of people were ahead of us.  Phil and Pete took on Ray and Matt in a traditional match play contest.  All the players teed 
off into the fog with no idea of where the ball landed.  Ray, Pete and Matt were all left and all left their approach shots short and 
toward the right side bunker.  Phil was left of the greenside trap on his approach and chipped over the trap while the others had 
more straightforward chances.  Matt chipped to about a foot, making his par and giving Ray a chance to putt from the fringe for 
birdie, and even though Ray ran his putt by the hole, their pars were sufficient to win the hole and take the first lead.  The 
eleventh hole was a totally blind shot, even after Brad told us that the pin was white and center.  Matt went into the left trap while 
Pete and Ray were longer and a bit farther left, while Phil came at the hole from the other side.  Phil chipped to about ten or 
twelve feet and Matt blasted out to twelve feet under the hole.  After Ray and Pete had trouble with their chips, both Phil and 
Matt made took two putts to make bogey and halve the hole.  Pete was low and left on twelve while his partner hit the cart path 
with his three wood and came to a stop behind the left side trap.  Ray and Matt were both in the fairway, Ray finding the front 
side of the green and Matt hit a beautiful approach to eighteen inches.  Ray putted from the front fringe and made his par, giving 
Matt a better chance for birdie and putting pressure on Pete to make his putt from the back edge.  Pete narrowly missed his 
chance and when Matt made his short birdie the lead was two.  Pete and Ray both were in the fairway on thirteen and both hit 
nice approach shots to the back right edge of the green, but were each left with curling putts to the always-treacherous pin.  Ray 
putted first and left himself a reasonable two foot putt for par, while Pete ran his attempt close to the hole but a good four feet 
past.  Pete was first to come back and had a fairly straight shot which he mad, but Ray still had a bit of a side hill for his par.  
Ray was up to the task, and even though his partner was heard to say “no” after the stroke, the ball rolled in the low side to save 
par and halve the hole.  Pete made a good recovery after a bad tee shot on fourteen and gave himself a chance with a long putt 
for par, and although he missed his par, bogey was sufficient to halve that hole as well after Ray made six.  Matt was back to old 
form with a tee ball on fifteen that landed on the other side of the fourteenth green, and perhaps that was what led Ray to take 
the same route.  Meanwhile Pete hit a beautiful tee shot that landed about three feet from the cup and ran off the back.  Two 
putts later, Pete had his par and brought his team back to one down going up the hill.  Ray got the two hole advantage back on 
sixteen with a gorgeous second shot to the green and a two putt par for a victory.  Ray, Matt and Pete were in the fairway on 
seventeen but left with about 230 yards after tee shots in the wet weather and into the wind.  All three missed to the right and 
nobody could save par, everyone settling for bogey.  That closed out the match for Ray and Matt, two and one, and set the press 
match into motion.  With a point riding on eighteen, Ray and Pete were both long and in the fairway and both hit nice approach 
shots to the green.  Ray putted first and just missed a birdie, tapping in for par and leaving Pete to go next.  Uncharacteristically, 
Pete left his first putt two feet short of the hole, but rolled in the putt for four and a tie, gaining a half point for everyone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


