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A bit chilly to start the Skins Game format, but a beautifully sunny day with some gusty wind as the players teed off on 
the tenth hole.  Matt started things with a drive that went right toward the tree, but the other three players made Jack a happy 
ranger after they each hit the fairway from the tee.  Both Pete and Ray found the green with their approach shots, but it was Phil 
who stole the show on the first hole by dropping his second shot about two feet from the cup.  Nobody else could match, and it 
was a formality for Phil to make his short putt for a three and win the first skin.  Pete equaled Phil’s shot when he sent his hybrid 
from the eleventh tee right at the flag, missing the right side by about six inches and stopping a couple of feet past the cup.  
Nobody else was even on the green, and although par was saved by Ray and Matt, Pete’s birdie won the hole and his first skin 
of the day.  Matt hit a long drive down the middle on twelve, Phil also in the fairway after hitting fairway metal from the tee, while 
Pete and Ray were on the sides.  Matt hit the best approach and stopped his approach about six feet left of the cup, while Phil 
was off the front edge and Pete a bit farther off.  Phil chipped to four feet and gave Matt a chance to win with a birdie, but his putt 
was wide to the right, and Phil sank his par putt to tie the hole and carry the first skin to the thirteenth.  Ray and Matt drove 
straight down the middle of thirteen while Pete landed close by via a carom off a tree on the left.  But he capitalized with a good 
second shot that was just off the green, and after a nice uphill chip stopped just near the hole, Pete had his “Pete par”.  It turned 
out to be enough to win the hole and two skins after Matt hit his first putt past the cup and blew the short comeback for par, 
settling for bogey.  Matt was in trouble off the tee on fourteen but recovered well and was in the fairway approaching the green.  
Ray was even closer but both missed the green, Matt short and right and Ray to the left.  Ray rolled his chip onto the green and 
converted his putt for par, and Matt flopped a shot to five feet himself, but was unable to match Ray’s par putt and so the hole 
was won by Ray for his first skin.  The fifteenth hole was playing about one hundred sixty yards and into a decent wind, and only 
Pete was on the green from the tee box.  Matt chipped past the hole but made a strong comeback putt from ten feet that tied 
Pete’s rather routine two-putt par.  Pete hit a poor drive on sixteen, Ray and Phil were in trouble while Matt was just into the left 
side rough with a good look at the green.  But Pete recovered beautifully with a well-hit three metal that stopped just behind the 
right side bunker while Matt was just short with his approach.  Both players failed to get up and down, settled for bogeys, and 
tied the hole to carry two skins to seventeen.  The seventeenth hole was rather confusing, Matt and Ray playing the right side 
while Pete and Phil went left.  Matt’s tee shot just managed to stay in bounds and his second was in the right rough, leaving 
himself about seventy yards to the green.  Ray overshot the green and was out of the hole, and all the while Phil and Pete were 
searching for Pete’s ball in the left side trees.  Phil graciously invoked the proverbial “leaf rule”, granting Pete a drop where they 
believed the ball to have been, and Pete capitalized again with a good shot onto the green and past the cup.  He furthered that 
by sinking his fifteen footer for par, and won three skins after Matt’s attempt bounced to the side of the cup.  Pete now had six 
skins and three points on the day, while the others would fight for second through fourth place on the eighteenth hole.  But the 
fight on eighteen went the same way as the rest of the day, Pete mishitting his drive but bouncing into the fairway and making a 
very nice comeback for par to make sure that nobody else would win the hole and get even a point.  Great day for Pete, who did 
not drive the ball well much of the time but proved it is never over by making great comebacks time and again.  Well done. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 


