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 We were the second group on the tenth tee for the new 7:42 start time on Saturday, a skins game the format 
of the day.  Phil started off to the right, followed by Matt down the left side and just into the rough, Pete shorter but in 
the fairway, and Ray to the right but getting a great bounce off two trees and back toward the middle.  Phil could not 
recover for par, Ray went to the front of the green and made his four.  Pete hit a very nice second shot to eight feet 
and Matt was inside that at four feet.  Pete narrowly missed his birdie putt, but Matt capitalized for a three and the 
first skin.  Phil hit his hybrid too well on eleven, going over the green, while Matt’s hybrid landed on the front of the 
green and rolled to fifteen feet below the cup.  Pete was left of the trap, but Ray followed with the best of the group, 
stopping ten feet left and below the cup.  Pete and Phil could not save their pars, not mattering after Matt sank his 
long putt for another birdie, enough to win his second skin after Ray left his putt a bit short.  Matt was right in the 
rough on twelve, Ray in the fairway but with a bad lie on the side of the hill, and Pete in the middle of the fairway.  
Pete hit his second just off the front edge, Ray over the back and Matt short as well.  Pete Ray chipped to ten feet, 
Matt to three and Pete’s putt went well past the cup.  But all three calmly stroked good putts to save par and the hole 
was tied.  Pete was in the hazard on thirteen and could not recover, Matt to the left side of the rough, Phil down the 
fairway along with Ray.  Phil hit a good second, short of the green but with a stroke, Matt also short and Ray with a 
great shot that stopped just four feet below the cup.  Phil hit a good chip but was above the hole, not the preferred 
leave on this tricky green.  Matt missed his ten footer for par, Ray’s putt was virtually down in the cup but came 
around and out, and Phil stroked his little downhiller true into the cup for a net three and two skins.  The fourteenth 
hole was just terrible, and this reporter is going to leave it at that….tied with badly played bogeys.  By contrast, the 
fifteenth was well played….Phil on the green and faded a little right, Matt with a high hybrid on the front of the green, 
and Ray inside of Phil to the right side.  Phil’s first putt was to the side, Ray going past the hole and Matt sliding just 
past the cup to six inches.  His par was matched when Ray made a three-foot comeback putt for his three, and two 
skins were carried up the hill.  Phil hit a good tee shot on sixteen into the fairway, Matt and Ray even better and 
longer and Pete the best and longest just into the right side rough.  Ray was short, Phil was right, Matt too far to the 
left and Pete straight at the pin but too much club had his ball run to the back of the green.  Phil hit a good chip but 
could not convert, Matt a good chip as well but the same result as Phil.  Pete’s very long putt stopped two or three 
feet from the cup, Ray’s chip was the same distance, and when both players saved their fours, another skin was 
carried to seventeen.  I neglected to make notes for the seventeenth hole at the time, and with almost a week 
passing since the match, my memory is a bit vague.  But I believe that Matt was to the right of the green and lofted a 
chip down the hill for his third shot, then made a par saving putt to win the hole and four skins, clinching victory for 
the day.  That left Phil locked into second place and Pete and Ray playing for the third place point on eighteen.  Matt 
was under the trees on the right, Pete to the left and Ray down the middle to ninety yards.  Phil recovered after a 
wayward tee shot and was on the green in three with a chance for par, Pete also with a chance when he was on the 
front of the green in three as well.  Matt came out of the trees and hit a rake on the far side of the bunker, leaving 
himself in the taller grass.  Ray hit a good shot, right of the pin in birdie distance about fifteen feet from the cup.  Pete 
and Phil both missed, and Matt chipped to twelve feet.  Ray hit a very good putt but missed his birdie by two inches, 
and Matt kept Ray from winning the last skin when he rolled his par putt into the cup to tie.  The day finished with 
Matt taking first, Phil second and Pete and Ray tying for third place. 
   



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 


