
2013 GRIFFITH HARRIS 
EARLY-BIRD BACK-NINE 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
  

 
Saturday, October 12 
 
A beautiful Saturday morning, but we were still second behind David Ayres, who had tickets to Sunday’s football 
game in New England and decided to get his golf in a day early.  Pete and Phil were matched against Ray and Matt.  
Phil was to the right on ten, Pete into the left side rough, Matt longer in the same rough and Ray a bit shorter than 
Pete.  Phil had to chip back to the fairway and could not recover, followed by Ray with a very nice approach over the 
trap to twelve feet, then Pete to the left of the hole about ten feet and Matt bouncing from the right of the cup to 
inside ten feet.  Ray left his putt outside but tapped in for par, Pete curling around the hole and catching a bit of the 
low side but staying out and Matt staying just off the left edge as it went by the cup.  Phil was left on eleven, Pete 
even farther left at the fence and neither could recover to make their par.  Matt was short at the cart sign and Ray hit 
a good tee shot that kept rolling twenty feet past the cup.  Matt hit a soft downhill chip that stopped two feet from the 
cup and made his par, so even though Ray was a bit left with his birdie putt, the pars won the hole for a one hole 
lead.  Four good tee shots on twelve left Phil with the first approach because his initial shot was struck with a fairway 
metal.  Phil hit a great iron, fading into the green and stopping above the hole by fifteen feet.  Ray was a bit left, Pete 
with a good mishit that rolled to the back edge and Matt with what appeared to be a perfect shot that just kept rolling 
and stopped near Phil’s ball.  Matt putted a few feet past the hole, followed by Phil to inside that distance.  Once Matt 
made his putt for par, Phil’s was conceded and the hole was halved.  Phil was in immediate trouble on thirteen but 
the other three were in the fairway.  Pete hit first and was almost in the trap on the right, left with a terribly awkward 
stance that did not allow him any chance of getting close.  Ray’s approach went left and stopped on the hill, Matt to 
the right.  Ray hit the better chip, coming under his shot and stopping three feet from the cup, Matt not as good and 
leaving himself eight feet for par.  Ray made his putt and gave his team a two up lead.  Matt and Ray hit good 
fairway metals on fourteen, Pete to the right and then almost in the hazard with his second, followed by a third shot 
to the right.  Phil was left most of the way, getting onto the green in net three and putting for birdie, as was Ray from 
the front and Matt from just off the back.  Ray made a great first putt to one foot, par conceded, and winning the hole 
to go three up.  The tide turned on fifteen when Matt hit a high hybrid that came up short and Ray went to the right as 
the maintenance person was obliviously fixing ball marks as we hit.  Phil was also right, and Pete to the left.  Pete hit 
a good chip but still had eight feet coming back, a putt he would curl in to win the hole and cut into the deficit.  Ray 
and Phil pulled their tee shots left on sixteen, Pete in the fairway and Matt a bit longer but just into the right side 
rough.  Pete hit his second to the back corner of the green while Matt went into the trap.  Ray recovered well enough 
to have a putt for par, but when neither he nor Matt could save their fours, Pete’s two putt par won a second 
consecutive hole and the match was getting very close.  Phil got into trouble on seventeen after his tee shot, Matt 
was to the right, and Pete and Ray were in the fairway.  Ray went right with his approach while both Pete and Matt 
were toward the cart sign in front of the green.  Pete chipped through the green while Matt left his putt short, but Ray 
saved the day with a floppy chip that stopped ten feet below the cup, from where he calmly stroked the uphill putt 
dead center to save par, win the hole, close out the match and create a press on the eighteenth.  Matt and Ray 
regained the tee box on eighteen, and Matt went long down the fairway.  After Pete got into trouble in the right side 
trees and Phil was short, Matt hit a wedge to ten or twelve feet and pin high.  A cautious birdie putt followed by a tap 
in for par won the hole and the press, so Ray and Matt won three points for the day.   



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 


